EDUCATION OF WOMEN          103

began to provide girls' schools. This was as
early as 1872. Of later years, however, there has
been a reaction against the adoption of the
femininist theories of the West with their greater
freedom and cry of " women's rights." Such
schools as that under the able leadership of such
a Christian as Miss Tsuda, who was educated in
America, exert a powerful influence in Japan.
Out of 160 students, 150 are in the Young
Women's Christian Association and 120 are in
voluntary Bible classes, while the students teach
some 200 scholars in four Sunday Schools and
outside Bible classes.

Japan now boasts of having 97 per cent of
girls of school-going age in the Government
institutions of primary grade. The Girls' High
School course extends over four years,1 The
study of domestic science and household matters
is wisely given a prominent place in the curricu-
lum. The study of cooking, household work,
sanitation and housing, the care of children,
management and economy, household book-
keeping, sewing and other useful subjects form
part of a Japanese girl's education. They are
also taught in methods of kindergarten and
home education, manual work, knitting and

1 The subjects taught in the regular course are morals, the
Japanese language, a foreign language (usually English), history,
geography, mathematics, science, drawing, household matters,
sewing, music, and gymnastics.